
From: Jim Goode <jmgoode01@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 13, 2018 4:59 PM
To: Amanda L. Lessard
Subject: Re: Sebago Basin Subdivision Preliminary Plans
Attachments: Windham.zip

Hi -

Thanks for talking to me today about the proposed Basin Rd. subdivision.

I'd like to state that I am not opposed to development in the area. However I am opposed to
irresponsible development where profit is the only priority.

This proposal by Swan and Roma looks like an attempt to capitalize on Robie's
declined submission. It appears to be an attempt to bypass town building rules by cutting
down
on the number of lots and changing the names on the application to avoid restrictions placed
on Robie's
original application. Specifically these developers are trying to get around the town
requirement
to extend water lines to provide for fire protection.

Extending the water line now benefits the proposed subdivision and the 2 lots across the
street.
Construction has begun on the Millington property. All lots would benefit by having a ready
source
of clean water. Drilling a well is a major expense and a risk. Just because your neighbor hit
water does not guarantee that
you will, or that your water will be potable. A question was raised at Robie's meeting where the
planning
board asked if there was any more 'develop able' land. They were told there was not - but that
is not strictly
true. Manchester Properties owns a large section of land on Hackett Rd that will be developed
in the not
to distant future. That water line will have to be extended at some point. Why wait?

I am deeply concerned about the width of the road. On a map dated 1933 it is shown as 12 ft
wide and on Swan's application
it is shown as 12 ft wide. This is a safety issue. Two cars cannot safely pass. Pedestrians take
their lives in hand walking that road.
Winter makes the situation much worse. Windham subcontracts out snowplowing services. It
depends on the luck of the draw
how well the subcontractor plows. Most just plow down the middle. After a few storms that 12
ft road is reduced to 8 ft wide.



Snow narrows Basin Rd the same as every other road in town. At Robie's meeting the planning
board explored requiring 'pull outs'
to allow cars to pass. The problem with that is 'who is responsible for maintaining the pull-out'?
In winter will the town ensure that
pull-outs are cleared? If a pull-put is required when you build your house, what happens when
you sell? Will the new owner
honor the pull-out? Pull-outs are not a prudent solution.

Somewhere around 2006 - 2009 Manchester Properties submitted an application to build a
business subdivision off Manchester Drive.
That subdivision would feature a 'U' shaped road starting and ending on Manchester Dr. The
planning board was ADAMANT that
Manchester Properties install a 'back door' entrance for emergency vehicles. That 'back door'
would be off Basin Rd with the
entrance at the intersection of Basin Rd and Hackett Rd. Furthermore Manchester Properties
would be required to widen Basin Rd
from Rte 35 to the intersection of Hackett Rd and Basin Rd and to bring Basin Rd up to current
town road standards.
Manchester Properties would be responsible for all costs including acquiring property along the
route. All this to ensure that
emergency vehicles could safely navigate Basin Rd.

If the width of Basin Rd was a safety issue for Manchester Properties, why is it no longer an
issue today?

I'm not against development. I'm not asking that Swan and Roma be required to spend a lot of
money. All I'm asking is that Basin Rd
be widened. I believe the town owned section of Basin Rd features a 20 ft travel surface. If you
could require the section of Basin Rd that
fronts the proposed development be widened to the same standard, that would be a BIG
improvement! I'm not asking that the developers
be required to pave the additional surface. There's a lot to be said for a dirt road. For one thing
it helps keep the speed down. We have one
chance to improve safety for everyone that uses Basin Rd. Please require that it be widened
now before any more lots are sold and the 12 ft
width is 'locked in' forever.

Attached please find a copy of the original easement between Warren Manchester and S.D.
Warren that created Basin Rd, the map reference
to the 1933 map of S.D. Warrens development and an article from 1984 introducing us to
Windham's new conditional use codes. Makes for
interesting reading.

Thanks for your consideration,



James M Goode
resident of 50 Hackett Rd for over 60 years.

From: Amanda L. Lessard <allessard@windhammaine.us>
Sent:Monday, October 29, 2018 11:52 AM
To: 'Jim Goode'
Subject: RE: Sebago Basin Subdivision Preliminary Plans

Mr. Goode,
I’ll add your comments to the October 22, 2018 Planning Board agenda as public comment since I have
heard from the applicant that they will withdraw their application from consideration.
Amanda

____________________
Amanda Lessard, Planner
Town of Windham
8 School Road
Windham, ME 04062

office: (207) 894-5900 x 6121
cell: (207) 400-7618
fax: (207) 892-1916
www.windhammaine.us

NOTICE: Under Maine’s Freedom of Access (“Right to Know”) law, documents – including emails – in the
possession of public officials about town business are considered public records. This means if anyone asks to see
it, we are required to provide it. There are very few exceptions. We welcome citizen comments and want to hear
from our constituents, but please keep in mind that what you write in an email is not private and will be made
available to any interested party.

From: Jim Goode <jmgoode01@hotmail.com>
Sent:Monday, October 29, 2018 10:31 AM
To: Amanda L. Lessard <allessard@windhammaine.us>
Subject: Sebago Basin Subdivision Preliminary Plans

10/29/2018
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